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The Children’s Advocacy Center of the Coastal Bend’s sixth  
annual Roast Fundraiser was held June 5 at the Omni Corpus 
Christi Hotel. The guest of honor was Driscoll Health System 
President and CEO Eric Hamon. "Big Frank" Edwards of K-99 
was emcee. The event, which included dinner and a silent 
      
 
 



 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S 
CORNER  
By Clarissa Mora 
 
This year marks 25 years of providing hope, healing, 
and justice to children and families in our communi- 
ties. When the CACCB first began in 1994, we operated 
out of a small home near Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
with four employees. Now, we have a 6,000-square- 
foot building and can serve up to three families at one 
time, and 15 employees to provide the best service to 
every child and family that walks through our doors. 
Thirty years ago, we didn’t have CACs all over Texas 
committed to helping children and families exper- 
iencing such trauma and there certainly wasn’t 
dedicated professionals out in the community 
teaching children that it is okay to tell someone if they 
are being hurt. While we are proud of our progress, 
we can never forget that our work is ongoing. Every 
year, nearly 60,000 children are served by one of the 
71 Children’s Advocacy Centers in Texas. Nearly 1,700 
of those children come to our local CAC, with a 
majority dealing with child sexual assault. The CAC is 
fortunate to partner with the agencies who are 
instrumental in the investigation/prosecution of 
these cases including law enforcement, Child 
Protective Services, the Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
CARE Team, and all District/County Attorney’s offices 
in the Coastal Bend. I truly believe that’s what makes 
the work we do a little easier. There's always someone 
in our corner who understands.  
 

WHAT: Pinwheels  Family Fun Day 2019 
WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 21, 9 a.m. to noon 
WHERE: Cole Park Amphitheater 
COST: Free and open to the public 
The event will feature games/activities, prizes, 
free food and drinks, youth performances and 
several organizations who serve children will 
be present.  

A P R I L  O U T R E A C H  
During the month of April - Child Abuse 
Prevention and Awareness Month - the CACCB 
participated in several community events as far 
away as Kingsville, Sarita and Alice and gave 
presentations for children and community groups. 
In all, we met with more than 1,200 children and 
adults and provided valuable information on 
services and how to keep children safe. 
 

https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/2018/04/16/district-attorneys-office-shares-new-details-backpage-case/520210002/


  
auction, also celebrated 25 years of the Children's Advocacy Center (1994 
- 2019) providing healing, hope and justice in our communities. Roasters 
for the evening were: Rick Villarreal, Tammy Weaver and Bill Larsen.  
Guests also enjoyed "America the Beautiful" sung by Lucy Rodriguez, 
Tejano Roots Hall of Fame Nominee and Tejano Music Awards Nominee, 
and had the opportunity to bid on her couture gown worn to the Latin 
Grammy Awards.   
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THANK YOU SPONSORS! 

ROAST FUNDRAISER CON'T (from p. 1) 



PARTNER PROFILE: 
ROXANA  GARCIA 

For Investigations Super- 
visor Roxana Garcia, it’s 
satisfying to know that the 
CAC is only a phone call 
away when emergencies 
occur with children after 
hours. 
      “It brings me joy to 
know that the CAC staff 
along with the department 
share the same concerns 
when it comes to child 
safety and that we are able 
to work together to get the 
cases moved along,” she 
said    
     Garcia began workin. 
hand-in-hand with the 
. 
 
  
 
  

CACCB in 2008 as a caseworker, setting up 
interviews at the CACCB and attending MDTs.    
     “The staff has always been friendly and 
knowledgeable in their job duties and very 
helpful with our staff,” she said. “Now as a 
supervisor of the Sexual Abuse unit, I work 
even closer with the CAC in ensuring that 
children’s interviews are being set up and that 
these cases are handled with sensitivity and 
receive the attention they deserve." 
     Garcia adds that MDTs are also beneficial 
because they serve as a one-stop shop when 
law enforcement is present along with the DA’s 
office and other important stakeholders 
involved in making decisions regarding child 
safety of our children and families. 
     Garcia is also aware of the wealth of 
knowledge the CAC provides in the community 
and has taken notice of the recent events and 
fundraising efforts of the CACCB. 
      "To the staff at the CAC, keep up the great 
work as it does not go unnoticed," she said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E M P L O Y E E  O F  T H E  Q U A R T E R :  
C A S S A N D R A  H I N O J O S A  

The CACCB has received a $15,000 grant from Nueces Electric Charities to 
educate the community on ways to prevent child abuse, sex trafficking, drug 
endangerment and neglect of Coastal Bend children. These funds were made 
available by the generous donations of the members of Nueces Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. through its Operation Round Up program, which has raised 
over $1.5 million since 1997. Donated funds are returned to the community to 
help improve education, health, hunger, abuse and homelessness.

From giving Happy Bear presentations to children in classrooms across 
the Coastal Bend to overseeing the CACCB's Roast Fundraiser silent 
auction and other preparations for the big annual event, Community 
Outreach Coordinator Cassandra Hinojosa is always ready for the 
challenge. Words co-workers use to describe her include "dedicated" 
and a "trooper." She has also helped plan and organize a series of 
smaller CACCB fundraisers and has already begun planning for the 
upcoming Pinwheels 2019 community event.  In September, Hinojosa 
will complete three years with the CACCB. Thank you, Cassandra, for 
your dedication to the CACCB!  



DONATION NEWS 

More than $600 was raised for the CACCB 
through the Bubbles Not Bruises event held on 
April 24 and related fundraising efforts that 
month. We'd like to thank Moody High School 
students from the Moody Key Club, TJ Strutters, 
Foy H. Moody High School Cheerleaders, The 
Demo Team Science Club, Rho Kappa and the 
National Art Honor Society for their 
commitment to end child abuse. A special 
thanks goes out to Dr. Sandra Clement and 
Andrea Cornett for hosting this event! 
 
 
  

Omar Charo and the 
Texas Riviera Empire 
(TRE) recently presented 
CACCB Executive Director 
Clarissa Mora and Board 
Secretary Barbara Sanders 
Ellis with a $2,394 check. 
The TRE, who has been 
making charitable 
donations for more than 
30 years, has donated 
over $80,000 to various 
charities. On behalf of the 
CACCB, thank you TRE for 
your generous donation 
to benefit child victims of 
abuse in our communities! 
 
 

Ju ly  4 -  CACCB closed for  
Fourth of Ju ly  
 
Aug. 5 -  CACCB Fundraiser  
at  Jason's  Del i ,  5-9 p.m. ,  
5325 Saratoga Blvd.  
 
Sept.  2:  CACCB closed for  
Labor Day 
 
Sept.  21 :  P inwheels  Fami ly  
Fun Day,  9 a.m. to noon,  
Cole Park Amphitheater 
 
For detai ls ,  fo l low us on 
Facebook;  or  cal l  the Center 
at  (361)  855-9058. 
 
       

UPCOMING DATES 

On behalf of the CACCB, thank you First 
Community Bank for presenting a $1,000 
check to the Center in May. The CACCB was 
excited to be named the April winner of the 
bank’s Others 1st Project! 
 

We had a fun and sweaty Sunday morning at a recent 
Buti Yoga fundraiser led by Erica Rose Bertero at BUS 
benefiting the CACCB.  Thanks to Yoga Time Studios 
and BUS for presenting this amazing summer 
community program! 


